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winner of the ¢ hugh holman award a central figure in twentieth century american literature robert
penn warren 1905 1989 was appointed by the library of congress as the first poet laureate of the united
states in 1985 although better known for his fiction especially his novel all the king s men it is mainly
his poetry spanning sixty years fifteen volumes of verse and a wide range of styles that reveals warren
to be one of america s foremost men of letters in this indispensable volume john burt warren s literary
executor has assembled every poem warren ever published with the exception of brother to dragons
including the many poems he published in the fugitive and other magazines as well as those that
appeared in his small press works and broadsides burt has also exhaustively collated all of the
published versions of warren s poems which in some cases appeared as many as six different times
with substantive revisions in every line as well as his typescripts and proofs and since warren never
seemed to reread any of his books without a pencil in his hand burt has referred to warren s personal
library copies this comprehensive edition also contains textual notes lists of emendations and
explanatory notes warren was born and raised in guthrie kentucky where southern agrarian values and
a predilection for storytelling were ingrained in him as a young boy by 1925 when he graduated from
vanderbilt university he was already the most promising of that exceptional set of poets and
intellectuals known as the fugitives warren devoted most of the 1940s and 1950s to writing prose and
literary criticism but from the late 1950s he composed primarily poetry with each successive volume
of verse that he penned demonstrating his rigorous and growing commitment to that genre the mature
visionary power and technical virtuosity of his work in the 1970s and early 1980s emanated from his
strongly held belief that only insofar as the work of art establishes and expresses a self can it engage us
many of warren s later poems which he deemed some of my best rejoice in the possibilities of old age
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and the poet s ability for continually expanding in a vital process of definition affirmation revision and
growth a process that is the image we may say of the life process

collects a wide variety of interviews given by the author over the years including television
appearances and conversations with other writers

though it has won the pulitzer prize the national book award and the bollingen prize the poetry of
robert penn warren still is not widely or well understood in this study victor h strandberg redresses this
imbalance by providing a comprehensive survey of the poetic canon of this gifted complex and much
neglected poet warren writes in the tradition of western poets concerned with the painful experience
of a forced one way passage from innocence into the world s stew of time and loss this passage
strandberg explains results for warren in bifurcation of the self into warring segments a clean idealistic
surface ego and a polluted undiscovered self in the unconscious revelation of the dirty part of human
personality is tellingly evoked in many of warren s major works as the poet s vision expands however
these conflicting elements are unified in a mystic osmosis of being whereby the world which once
provoked fear and disgust may now be totally loved in addition to close analysis both of individual
poems and of the poet s overall development strandberg reviews critical opinion of warren s poetry
over the last three decades and assesses his place among fellow poets both as prophecy and as art he
concludes robert penn warren s poetry is so significant versatile and excellent as to rank him among
the finest and most fertile talents of his age

john burt s selected poems of robert penn warren is more broadly representative of warren s poetry
than any previous selected gathering more than two hundred poems from every phase grace the
volume a vehicle ideal for sampling or soaking in the finest of warren s rich output with each poem
burt has carefully located the version that constitutes warren s final revision his introduction gives an
eloquent overview of the poet s career touching on every published book of verse and highlighting
significant lines a selected collection in the truest sense featuring several previously unpublished
pieces this treasure is at once new and familiar at the heart of warren s poetry is a celebration of man s
intellect and imagination his integral place within nature and his relationship to time and the past
ultimately joy coexists with the knowledge of life s many mysteries including its tragedies selected
poems a generous survey and a convenient compendium is the shining portal to this greatly gifted
poet

james a grimshaw jr brings together for the first time more than 350 letters exchanged by two scholars
who altered the way literature is taught in this country the selected letters focus on the development
of their five major textbooks the rationale for selections the details involved in obtaining permissions
and preparing indexes and the demands of meeting deadlines more important these letters reveal
their attitudes toward literature teaching and scholarship providing insight into two of the most
influential literary minds of this century these letters show two men who were deeply involved in
research and writing and who were committed to a life of travel conversation and learning their zest for
life and their love of literature explain in part their uncanny ability to persevere and to succeed yet
their human qualities are also present in the letters which bring brooks and warren to life as rare
individuals able to sustain a deep lifelong friendship cleanth brooks and robert penn warren will help
readers better understand the critical work of brooks and the creative work of warren students and
teachers of american literature will find this book indispensable

in 1976 the bicentennial year robert penn warren told bill moyers that he was in love with america but
his love for the nation was more often than not troubled and angry warren once remarked that any
intelligent person is inclined to criticize his country more strongly than he will criticize anything else
and he should it s a way of criticizing himself too trying to live more intelligently and more fully in the
american vision of robert penn warren a noted warren scholar traces the evolution of our first poet
laureate s distinctive stance toward the american experiment in democracy showing how warren
sought to balance off the claims of self and society in the new world this book surveys the full six
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decades of warren s career combining close reading with a historian s eye for social and political
context while pointedly avoiding the reductive pitfalls of the new historicism clark documents the
informing role the great depression played in shaping warren s attitudes toward art and politics and he
demonstrates the necessity of regarding warren s major achievements in fiction and verse as forms of
public speech read in this light warren s vision offers a set of possibilities for renego tiating america s
covenant with its founders on new and pragmatic terms based solidly on the best previous
commentary on warren and his work clark s study represents a new approach to its subject and
incorporates insights and information garnered from the warren papers at yale a wide ranging account
of the interplay between an author s imagination and contemporary history this book should prove of
interest to all students of american culture especially those concerned with the interrelationships of
literature politics and ideology written in a lively and direct style it will appeal to specialists and
general readers alike

provides in depth analysis of the life works career and critical importance of robert penn warren

robert penn warren was unique among twentieth century american writers for having achieved
excellence in a broad and assorted range of genres poems novels plays critical works historical essays
personal essays biography and innovative textbooks in this collection of essays critics and poets
among the finest warren scholars assess warren s legacy within his various genres and illuminate his
centrality to twentieth century american culture although warren was best known for his novel all the
king s men the fact that most of these essays focus on his poetry attests to the urgency these poets and
scholars feel about the need to call attention to this relatively neglected aspect of his work although
their approaches and themes are varied the pieces in the legacy of robert penn warren are united in
their assertion that the writer s true legacy is that he was in a century of increasing specialization a
myriad minded renaissance man

the years 1969 and 1979 bookend a volatile decade in american history as an articulate witness to the
era of the vietnam war watergate jimmy carter and the national malaise robert penn warren produced
a phenomenal body of work securing his place in the canon of american poetry volume five of selected
letters of robert penn warren backward glances and new visions 1969 1979 includes warren s letters to
friends family peers editors inquiring scholars and critics recording the details of his personal and
professional life and illustrating his pivotal role in twentieth century american literature in these
turbulent but fruitful years warren produced both audubon a vision 1969 and the revised version of
brother to dragons 1979 in between lay some of warren s most searching work as poet novelist literary
critic and social commentator during this era warren s achievements included his highly experimental
and complex or else poem poems 1974 and the pulitzer prize winning now and then 1978 before the
end of the 1970s three more novels appeared concluding with his final book of fiction a place to come
to this volume provides insight into warren s inspiration during a remarkably productive era and will
prove an essential resource on his life and work

grimshaw examines the writer s views about the primacy of self knowledge and explores the painful
and arduous path his protagonists must follow to gain such knowledge and the interrelationship of his
artistic endeavors which were woven together by common thematic concerns history time truth
responsibility love hope and endurance

at least since the dawn of the romantic era it has been assumed that the poet lives a lonely life isolated
in his garret nevertheless writers are not always hermits and misanthropes as human beings they crave
the company of other human beings as artists they need the stimulation of other artists this book
brings to light warren s most important literary associations during his long and active life

the myth of america the gap between american ideals and the actualities of american life is a central
and controlling metaphor in the works of robert penn warren ranging across warren s distinguished
sixty five year career robert penn warren and the american imagination identifies the concerns that
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stem from warren s vision of american history as a struggle to restore the lost ideals of the founding
fathers and shows how they resonate through his writings from his 1928 biography of the abolitionist
john brown to the late poems of altitudes and extensions warren returned again and again to themes
related to democracy regionalism personal liberties individual responsibilities minority relations and
above all the loss of ideals ruppersburg initially focuses on warren s expression of these themes in
three major narrative poems brother to the dragons portrays slavery in all its horror and its
consequences for jeffersonian idealism audubon a vision extols the power of imagination in one man s
quest to assert an american identity in the wilderness and chief joseph of the nez perce regards the
victimization of native americans and their exclusion from traditional versions of american history as
evidence of flaws in the founding vision in his nonfiction works segregation and who speaks for the
negro warren depicted the civil rights movement as a struggle for identity and individualism
ruppersburg traces the development of warren s attitudes arguing that his support of the civil rights
movement paradoxically stemmed from agrarianism which by the 1950s meant something very
different to him from the agrarianism of i Il take my stand in addition warren hoped that the civil rights
movement would restore some of the nation s original revolutionary ardor and idealism the book
closes with an examination of warren s views on the future of democracy and the individual in a world
dominated and threatened by science and technology looking particularly at the legacy of the civil war
democracy and poetry and the poem new dawn ruppersburg concludes that warren was skeptical
about our prospects for survival still through his advocacy of the arts and the primacy of the individual
warren affirmed the values that he believed would help western culture to endure robert penn warren
sought to explore the meaning of the american experience to validate the promise and the dangers of
american ideals and to urge the nation to take stock of itself and struggle for control of its fate in
history through this obsessive search for america s identity ruppersburg demonstrates warren
affirmed his own position as one of the most accomplished and significant of modern american writers

selected letters of robert penn warren volume three provides an indispensable glimpse of warren the
writer and the man covering a crucial decade in his life edited by randy hendricks and james a perkins
and introduced by william bedford clark this collection of largely previously unpublished letters and
newly discovered material documents warren s time at the university of minnesota his writing and
publication of the pulitzer prize winning novel all the king s men his appointment as consultant in
poetry at the library of congress and his divorce from emma cinina brescia and subsequent marriage
to the writer eleanor clark the period 1943 1952 also saw the publication of a poem of pure
imagination world enough and time the ballad of billie potts at heaven s gate and selected poems 1923
1943 warren s letters shed new light on those works and on his close relationship with his editors
lambert davis and albert erskine included too is correspondence concerning warren s collaboration
with robert rossen on the movie production of all the king s men which received the academy award
for best picture in 1949 the list of friends and colleagues with whom warren communicated reads like a
roll call of major twentieth century literary figures and clearly shows his ever widening influence on the
world of letters spanning a remarkable range in both style and tone the letters disclose warren s
attitudes toward his work as a teacher and his thoughts on the events of world war ii the korean war
and the political conflicts in postwar europe thoroughly annotated and scrupulously researched
volume three captures warren in an extraordinary phase in his life and career reaching his maturity
and making many commitments at once yet pursuing them all with a seemingly boundless energy

using a largely chronological approach charlotte beck has carefully traced the evolution of warren s
criticism focusing on seminal examples of the critical books essays and introductions that warren
produced over a period of almost seventy years her conclusions often run counter to previous
evaluations of warren s criticism especially to those that complacently link warren to cleanth brooks
his lifelong friend and collaborator and to new criticism in general beck demonstrates that warren
consistently treats writers holistically taking into account biographical as well as historical data to
account for their entire body of work rather than focusing on a single literary text jacket

volume four of the selected letters of robert penn warren covers a crucial time of personal and
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professional rejuvenation in warren s life during the fifteen year period spanned by this
correspondence he completed brother to dragons segregation the inner conflict in the south and who
speaks for the negro as these titles suggest these years were marked by warren s immersion in
american history and his maturing interest in race relations they also saw his return to lyric poetry
after a ten year hiatus with the publication of the pulitzer prize winning collection promises along with
seeing the completion of some of his most successful work this period was a time of momentous
change in warren s life including his move to yale university his marriage to his second wife eleanor
and the birth of his two children as a chronicle of warren s thoughts on his family his work his friends
the state of literary studies and the culture at large these letters are invaluable unlike many writers
warren rarely drafted his correspondence with future readers and scholars in mind he typically saved
his prepared statements about the human condition and the state of the world for his poetry fiction
and social commentary his letters offer a candid and personal glimpse of warren s relationships as well
as his personal views on literature politics and social trends their recipients include ralph ellison allen
tate saul bellow robert lowell eudora welty and louis rubin as well as warren s editors reviewers
collaborators and other friends providing an unusually vivid and personal account of warren s rich and
fully realized life these missives are equally revealing of his thoughts on the state of contemporary
american culture during this dynamic time in american history

a generous collection that fairly represents the rich variety of the work of over half a century in fiction
nonfiction and poetry by one of out most distinguished men of letters
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